MEN OF POWER
Ms mind from growing rusty in these years he con-
tinues his scientific work, inventing a machine for
ironing clothes (the mangle), a combination chair and
stepladder, a device for taking books from high shelves
in a library without the necessity of climbing up for
them, a new kind of bathtub, and various minor
gadgets.
His last work is as a member of the convention to
draw up the Constitution for the United States, After
heated debates the meetings of this body come to a
deadlock over the question of the representation of the
smaller states who fear that they will always be out-
voted by the larger ones. Franklin resolves the issue
by suggesting that each state should have the same
number of representatives in the Senate, but in the
House the number should be determined by the state's
population. He strongly urges that the President of
the United States be elected for a term of seven years
and not be eligible for re-election. But in this he is
defeated.
At last in 1788, in his eighty-third year, he is per-
mitted to retire. Serenely he spends his last months.
"Let us sit till the evening of life is spent," he writes
to a friend; "the last hours are always the most joyful.
When we can stay no longer, it is time enough then to
bid each other good-night, separate, and go quietly to
bed." On April 17, 1790, surrounded by his family
and intimate friends, very peacefully he passes away.
Sources of His Power.   It would be easy enough to
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